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A TRIBUTE TO PAMELA PATTON
IN THE FIRST SESSION OF THE
114TH CONGRESS

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 21, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
honor Pamela Patton, an entrepreneurial res-
taurant owner in Des Moines, lowa. Ms. Pat-
ton received the 2015 Faces of Diversity
American Dream Award.

This prestigious award, sponsored by the
National Restaurant Association Educational
Foundation in partnership with PepsiCo
Foodservice, celebrates the importance of di-
versity and inclusion by recognizing three
restauranteurs nationwide that excelled in pro-
moting these goals for 2015. Ms. Patton
worked hard and with determination in order to
get the funding to pursue her dream She
made the decision to open her restaurant in a
neighborhood of Des Moines where she could
help elevate a diverse neighborhood, offering
jobs to help support the surrounding commu-
nity.

| applaud and congratulate Pamela for her
award and for providing the Des Moines com-
munity with her support and service. | am
proud to represent her in the United States
Congress. | know that my colleagues join me
in congratulating Pamela Patton and wishing
her well and continued success in the future.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. RAUL RUIZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 21, 2015

Mr. RUIZ. Mr. Speaker, due to the recent
birth of my twin daughters, | was unable to be
present for votes on the House floor the week
of April 13, 2015. Below is an explanation of
how | would have voted and why.

| would have voted for H.R. 1259, the Help-
ing Expand Lending Practices in Rural Com-
munities Act, which creates a process for
areas to be considered rural to allow other-
wise prohibited balloon payments in qualified
mortgages. This bill aims to improve access to
financing for borrowers in rural, underserved
areas, which will help families nationwide
achieve the dream of home ownership.

| would have voted for H.R. 1265, the Bu-
reau Advisory Commission Transparency Act,
which requires advisory committees estab-
lished by the Consumer Financial Protection
Bureau to adhere to federal ethics and con-
flict-of-interest laws. Government transparency
is essential to holding administration officials
accountable, and this bill will help ensure that
the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau
conducts their crucial work out in the open.

| would have voted for H.R. 1480, the SAFE
Act Confidentiality and Privilege Enhancement
Act, which would provide confidentiality protec-
tions to financial services regulators when they
access information in the national mortgage li-
censing and registry system. This bill will pro-
vide financial regulators the confidentiality pro-
tections they need to protect consumers and
eliminate fraud in the mortgage industry.

| would have voted against H.R. 650, the
Preserving Access to Manufactured Housing
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Act, which reduces regulatory restrictions on
high-cost mortgages in the manufactured
housing industry to increase the maximum in-
terest rates manufactured housing vendors
can charge. This bill would hamstring Dodd-
Frank regulations designed to protect con-
sumers from predatory lending practices in the
manufactured housing industry. The bill seeks
to reduce the regulatory restrictions on high-
cost mortgages in the manufactured housing
industry by increasing the maximum interest
rates manufactured housing vendors can
charge.

| would have voted for H.R. 685, the Mort-
gage Choice Act of 2015, which seeks to clar-
ify conflicting definitions under current law
concerning affiliated and unaffiliated title com-
panies, and could help keep interest rates on
mortgage loans affordable.

| would have voted for Rep. VAN HOLLEN’s
Motion to Instruct Conferees on S. Con. Res.
11, which would instruct conferees to recede
to the Senate budget resolution accommoda-
tion for legislation to improve workplace bene-
fits, including paid sick leave. The motion
would also instruct budget conferees to reject
the House-passed budget’s provision to turn
Medicare into a voucher program. Our seniors
depend on Medicare, and | will reject any at-
tempt to end the Medicare guarantee and in-
crease out-of-pocket health costs for seniors.

| would have voted for H.R. 1562, the Con-
tracting and Tax Accountability Act of 2015,
and H.R. 1563, the Federal Employee Tax Ac-
countability Act of 2015. H.R. 1562 would gen-
erally prohibit individuals and companies with
seriously delinquent tax debts from receiving
federal contracts and grants, and H.R. 1563
would make individuals with seriously delin-
quent tax debt ineligible for federal employ-
ment if they fail to accept a payment plan
within nine months of enactment. Corporations
and individuals with serious tax delinquencies
should not receive taxpayer-subsidized bene-
fits over those who fulfill their tax obligations.

| would have voted against H.R. 622, the
State and Local Sales Tax Deduction Fairness
Act, which would permanently allow taxpayers
to deduct state and local sales taxes in lieu of
state and local income taxes, without offsetting
the cost. This bill would increase the deficit by
$42 bilion and encourages states to raise
taxes, pressuring the federal government to in-
crease taxes to account for the difference.
California does not benefit from the state and
local sales tax deduction, so this bill would
push more of the nation’s tax burden onto
hardworking taxpayers in my district.

Finally, | would have voted against H.R.
1105, the Death Tax Repeal Act. This bill re-
peals the federal estate tax, which currently
affects only estates valued at $5.4 million or
above ($10.8 million for couples). This bill
would add $269 billion to the federal deficit,
and the entirety of those benefits would go to
the wealthiest 0.2 percent of estates. The fed-
eral tax code should expand opportunity for
everyone, rather than stacking the deck
against middle-class families.
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A TRIBUTE TO GALE AND MARY
McKINNEY IN THE FIRST SES-
SION OF THE 114TH CONGRESS

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 21, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and honor Gale and Mary
McKinney on the very special occasion of their
75th wedding anniversary.

The McKinney’s were married at the Little
Brown Church in the Vale, in Nashua, lowa,
on April 21, 1940. This wonderful couple con-
tinues to be a visible and important part of
their community and it is an honor to rep-
resent them in the United States Congress.

Gale and Mary’s lifelong commitment to
each other and their family truly embodies
lowa’s values. | salute this devoted couple on
their 75th year together and | wish them many
more. | know my colleagues in the United
States House of Representatives will join me
in congratulating them on this momentous oc-
casion.

—————

FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF JOB
CORPS

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 21, 2015

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, this
evening, hundreds of individuals from across
the United States will be gathering at the Mel-
lon Auditorium in Washington, D.C. to cele-
brate the fiftieth anniversary of Job Corps.

Originally created by President Lyndon B.
Johnson to wage the War on Poverty, the Job
Corps program is one of the nation’s most
successful anti-poverty programs today. Job
Corps empowers its participants to become
productive members of society by helping
them reach their goals, achieve educational
aspirations, and learn a trade.

| have seen first-hand the positive impact
Job Corps has had on the graduates of Turner
Job Corps in my hometown of Albany, Geor-
gia.

There is Marc Scotton of Atlanta, Georgia,
who arrived at Turner Job Corps Center not
believing in himself and not focused on his
schoolwork. After successfully completing the
program, he will begin an internship at an At-
lanta radio station and plans to study Mass
Communications at college.

There is Anna Washington, who first heard
of Turner Job Corps through her church. She
chose to pursue a certification as a Medical
Administrative Assistant. Staying focused,
Anna completed her career pathway in six
months. A year and a half ago, she became
a certified Clinical Medical Administrative As-
sistant and attended advanced training at the
Atlanta Job Corps.

These two stories are but a few of the suc-
cesses of the Turner Job Corps Center and
the Job Corps program in general. Their
achievements also are the result of the out-
standing staff at these Job Corps Centers.

The young men and women who success-
fully complete their training at Job Corps Cen-
ters across the country receive much more
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